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The number of literacy centers in Abu Dhabi  

increases to 22% 

Statistics Center - Abu Dhabi: The number of literacy centers, adult education 
and homes in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi increased during the academic year 
2017-2018 to 132 centers, with a growth rate of 22% compared to the 
academic year 2016-2017. 

According to the "Continuing Education" strategy launched by the Department 
of Education and Knowledge in Abu Dhabi in 2017, Abu Dhabi is close to the 
final elimination of illiteracy, after reaching statistic to only 4 percent. 

The system aims to open the door for citizens who wish to complete their 
foundational and secondary studies up to the university stage, and enable 
them to obtain the appropriate job, which is related to technical and 
commercial specializations required in the labor market. 

The number of adult education centers affiliated to the Department of 
Education and Knowledge in Abu Dhabi in 2018 reached about nine centers 
for females in the morning and 18 centers for males and females in the 
evening period, while the number of students in them reached 4,500 and the 
same in home education. 

The conditions for joining adult education centers stipulate that those who 
have not had the opportunity to be educated in public or private schools due 
to the age of admission will not be accepted, while citizens, their children, 
citizens of GCC countries, Arab residents, and relatives of citizens are 
accepted. 

Adult education centers deployed in the UAE include adult education centers 
"evening period" and adult education centers "morning period for females 
only" in addition to educational care centers. Registration in this system is 
made after the announcement of the registration period and its procedures 
are issued in each academic year. 
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"Adult education" is defined as parallel education for general education and 
technical education and targets groups that are looking for another 
opportunity to enter formal education, or develop their skills outside the 
profession. 

Adult education is available in Abu Dhabi through the Adult Education Centers 
of the Family Development Foundation. In addition, the emirate offers home 
education in 77 different locations. 

The adult education stages are divided into the basic stage - the first stage in 
the foundation and complementary stages, and its duration is four years, the 
basic stage - the second stage - the "prep" three years and the secondary 
stage - the third stage 3 years. 

The emirate of Abu Dhabi, as well as all the emirates of the state, developed 
a road map and a plan of action for literacy by building special databases and 
data, preparing special programs for them and enacting legislation that 
guarantees enrollment for students of school age. 

And the wise leadership assumed responsibility from the moment the 
founding of the Union State in 1971 spreading knowledge within its strategic 
goal "Education is a right for all", so schools, literacy centers, adult education, 
women's renaissance societies and social development societies in different 
regions of the country were opened to eliminate illiteracy, to walk with 
confident steps and remarkable achievements in this the field. 

The concerned authorities in the country have been constantly developing the 
quality of adult education through curricula and programs that combine 
academic and professional learning to meet the learning needs of the age 
group and access to a pioneering first-class education system. 

The government of the UAE is aware of the influential role of education in 
enlightening nations, and therefore put it in its priorities and allocated huge 
budgets for it, and one of its most important efforts in literacy is the 
Compulsory Education Law No. 11 of 1972, which requires a parent or legal 
guardian to send children to school. 

In 2012, the Council of Ministers adopted a new federal law on compulsory 
education, which replaced the previous law, whereby the educational stages 
covered by compulsory education and the age of compulsion were modified, 
and it is compulsory for everyone who has completed 6 years ... and 
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compulsory remains in place until the end of education or reaching the age of 
18 Whichever is earlier, compulsory education includes all levels up to the 
secondary level. 

The law states that education is a free legal right for every citizen on the 
territory of the UAE, so the student is not required to pay any tuition fees in 
schools and government universities, and that the compulsory education law 
was amended in 2014 in accordance with Article 14 related to the instructions 
for enrolling students in schools, which provides for A school pledge stating 
that parents are aware and aware of the compulsory education law and the 
necessity of their commitment to ensure that their children are educated at all 
educational levels 
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About Statistical Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

 
Statistics Centre-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance 
with Law No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. SCAD’s purpose is to produce statistical information that is 
consistent with the emirate’s orientation towards sustainable development and 
strategic plans under the supervision and with full support of the Executive 
Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  
 
As the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
the Centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and 
programs that serve the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting 
statistical surveys across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the 
collection, classification, storage, analysis and dissemination of official 
statistics and the release of the results of social, demographic, economic, 
environmental and cultural surveys. 
 
SCAD activities encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 
accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as 
independence, professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost 
effectiveness and quality of statistics. 
 

For more information, please contact Media & Communication Section: 
P.O. Box: 6036, Abu Dhabi, U.A.E 
Tel    : 028100441/881 
Email 1:   Communication@scad.gov.ae 
Email 2:   info@scad.gov.ae 
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